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Abstract

The issue of Yazid's (non)interference in the murder of Imam Hussein (AS) and the
emergence of the Karbala event was a point of controversy among Sunni scholars from
the outset. The exoneration of Yazid from the murder of Imam also sparked this
disagreement. A number of Sunni scholars, while confirming Yazid's role in the Karbala
incident, for this reason and for other reasons considered him to be cursed or
excommunicated. But, another group, for defending the idea of “Caliphate’s
legitimacy”, exonerated Yazid and accused Ibn Ziyad instead. This seeks to elucidate
Yazid's responsibility in the occurrence of the Karbala incident. For this purpose, it first
examines the reasons for those who call for the exoneration of Yazid, and then
considers reasons for direct role of Yazid in the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) and
the occurrence of the disaster of Karbala. The results of this research indicated that
Yazid threatened and ultimately killed Imam Hussein (AS) with his intentions, and that
his regret was secondary and dishonest.
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